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course of the ninth century rebel Armenian heretics, known
as Paulicians, had been settled by Byzantine authorities on
the Bulgarian frontier. The Paulicians were styled Mani-
chaeans, a term inaccurately applied in the medieval world
to all Dualist sects. They believed in the equality of the
Powers of Evil with those of Good, assigning to the former
the realms of the Flesh and to the latter the realms of the
Spirit. Paulician doctrines apparently spread into Bulgaria;
and in Tsar Peter's reign they were preached there in a
slightly different, rather simpler, form by a village priest
called Bogomil, whose followers were known as Bogomils
after him.
By the time of Peter's death (969) the Bogomils were
numerous all over Bulgaria amongst the peasant classes.
Their crude doctrines, the absence of a priesthood amongst
them, their simplicity and purity, all attracted men oppressed
by an elaborate hierarchy whose morals they suspected and
whose subtleties they could not grasp. But their own
practices caused alarm to the State. The Flesh is wicked,
therefore abstain as far as possible from the things of the
Flesh, meat and drink, marriage and the procreation of
children, even manual labour. Amongst them was a special
class, the elect, whose abstention was complete. The others
did their best. Politically they expressed their views in
apathy and passive resistance to authority; and the Bulgarian
Government found itself obliged to persecute them. The
persecution was ineffective. Bulgaria had to suffer this
disease of apathy and hostility within herself at a time
when every resource was needed to repel the enemies from
outside.
It was not indeed for another three centuries that Bogo-
milism faded out of Bulgaria, despite the persecutions of
Alexius Comnenus, who had also to suppress it in Con-
stantinople whither it had spread. In the meantime it was
flourishing farther to the west. In eastern Serbia it met with
a qualified success, but in Bosnia and Croatia it found a
second home. In Bosnia, indeed, it was the State religion for
the greater part of the period from the end of the twelfth
century till the Turkish Conquest. From Croatia the heresy
reached northern Italy and France, and the Cathari and
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